
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
MAY 10, 2005

Voters of the Town of Boxford met at the Ma~conomet High School on
Tuesday, May 10, 2005. Before calling the meetI~g to. ?rder Jerry Johnst~n
presented his " Moderator Award" to an outstandmg cItizen. Nancy Merrill
was this year's honoree.

Moderator Johnston called the Annual Town Meeting to order at 8: 07 p.m. Thearticles ofthe Warrant were disposed ofaccordingly.

ARTICLE 1. To receive and place on file the reports of the Town Officers andCommittees without ratification of any action taken or authorization of any action
proposed; or take any other action thereon.

Upon motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimousvoice vote, toplace onfile the reports ofthe Town Officersand Committees without ratification ofany action taken or authorizationofany actionproposed.

ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will authorize the establishment of the followingrevolving accounts as authorized by Chapter 44, ~ 53El12 of the MassachusettsGeneral Laws, contingent upon an annual report to the Town on the total receiptsand expenditures of each account for each fiscal year:

1) Recycling Revolving Account under the direction of the Board of Health andused for the deposit of receipts and fees collected on recyclable materials; saidrecyclable materials to be determined by a joint vote of the Board of Health andRecycling Committee and to be in compliance with all state health regulations; and,further, to allow the Board of Health, or the Recycling Committee, with theapproval of the Board of Health, to expend funds not to exceed $ 25,000 for FiscalYear 2006 from said account for the operation and maintenance of the TownRecycling Center;

2) Printing Revolving Account under the direction of the Board of Selectmenand used for the deposit of receipts and fees collected on the sale of printed officialdocu~~ ts as required by law by several of the elected and appointed committees,commISSIons, and boards as well as legal advertisements which are reimbursed tothe Town; and furthe~ to allow the Board of Selectmen to expend funds not toexceed $ 10,000 for FIScal Year 2006 from said account for the costs to the Townfor printing supplies, equipment and reimbursable advertising;
3) Lib~ Photocopy Machine Revolving Account under the direction of theBo~ of Library Trustees and used for the deposit of receipts collected throughubh~ use of the photocopy machines at both the Boxford Village and West Boxfordhbranes; and further to allow the Board of Library Trustees to expend fees not to
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exceed $ 5,000 for fiscal year 2006 from said account for ongoing supplies and
maintenance of the copy machines, and purchase of other library supplies;
4) Conservation Revolving Fund under the direction of the Conservation
Commission and used for the deposit of receipts collected through fees, including
fees collected from applications related to the Town of Boxford Wetlands Protection

Bylaw, by direction of the Conservation Commission and further to allow the

Conservation Commission, with the written approval of the Selectmen, to expend
fees not to exceed $50,000 for fiscal year 2006 from said account for management
of land under Conservation Commission control, and for other Conservation

Commission expenses approved by a majority of the Commission;

5) Highway Safety Revolving Account under the direction of the Board
Selectmen and used for the deposit of receipts collected through fines assessed

against commercial motor vehicles by the Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Unit;

and further to allow the Board of Selectmen to expend fees not to exceed $10,000

for fiscal year 2006 from said account for the purchase and maintenance of

equipment related to highway safety; or take any other action thereon.

Sponsored by the Board ofSelecbnen
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by
unanimous voice vote, to authorize the establishment of the

revolving accounts as listed in Article 2 of the warrant as

authorized by chapter 44, sec 53E1/ 2 of the Massachusetts General

Laws, contingent upon an annual report to the Town on the total

receipts and expenditures ofeach accountfor eachfiscal year.

ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the Classification Plan and

Compensation Plan for FY 2006, as submitted by the. Personnel. Board under

Chapter 23 of the Town Code; said Classification Plan and Compensation Plan as

printed on page 19 of this warrant; or take any other action thereon.

Sponsored by the Personnel Board
Finance Committee recoDUllends. adoption of this article

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by
unanimous voice vote, to adopt the Classification Plan and

Compensation Plan for FY 2006, as submitted by the Personnel

Board under Chapter 23 of the Town Code; said Classification Plan and

Compensation Plan asprinted onpage 19 ofthis warrant.

ARTICLE 4. To act on the proposed budget and see what sums of money the

Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, for the use

of several departments for fiscal year 2006, to wit: General Government, Finance,

Public Safety, Education, Town Maintenance, Health & Human Services, Culture &

Recreation, Insurance & Pensions, and all other necessary proper expenses during
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ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $ 102,300 from the

Undesignated Community Preservation Fund balance to fund the Recreation
Committee's creation of two new public tennis courts in place of the
old at the Police Station, and the creation of a new ball field in place of
the old at Spofford Pond School, including the installation of an

irrigation system to preserve said field and Johnson Field; said funds to

be expended under the direction of the Community Preservation Committee; or

take any other action thereon.

Sponsored by the Community Preservation Committee
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article

Capital Budgeting Committee Recommendation: " B" High Priority

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by mqjority
voice vote, to appropriate $ 102,300 from the Undesignated
Community Preservation Fund balance to fund the Recreation
Committee's creation of two new public tennis courts in place
of the old at the Police Station, and the creation of a new ball

field in place of the old at Spofford Pond School, including the
installation of an irrigation system to preserve said field and
Johnson Field; said funds to be expended under the direction of the

Community Preservation Committee.

ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $ 40,000 from the
Historic Resources Reserve of the Community Preservation Fund and $ 84,000

from the FY 2006 estimated revenues for Historic Resources Reserve for a total

appropriation of $124,000 to fund the Board ofLibrary Trustees' project
for the rehabilitation of the moisture damaged basement and
foundation of the historic Gardner A. Morse School ( now the West

Village Library); said funds to be expended under the direction of the

Community Preservation Committee; or take any other action thereon

Sponsored by the Community Preservation Committee
Finance Committee recommends adoption ofthis article
Capital Budgeting Committee Recommendation: "A" Essential

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by mqjority
voice vote topass overArticle 21.

Upon a motion made and duly seconded it was VOTED by
mqjority voice vote to acfjourn Annual Town Meeting at 10:37

p.m. and to a time andplace certain, namely, Wednesday,
May 11, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at the Masconomet Regional High
SchoolAuditorium, 20 Endicott Road, Bo~ ord, .MA.

Voterspresentforfirst night 240. Counter and checkers

appointed by Town Clerk, Patricia Shields.
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within the Town of Boxford by allowing agricultural uses and related
activities to function with minimal conflict with abutters and Town

agencies. This By-law shall apply to all zoning districts within the Town.

Section 2 Definitions

The word "farm" shall include any parcel or contiguous parcels of land, or water

bodies used for the primary purpose of commercial or recreational agriculture, or

accessory thereto.

The words " farming" or " agriculture" or their derivatives shall

include, but not be limited to the following:
farming in all its branches and the cultivation and tillage of the soil;

dairying;
production, cultivation, growing, and harvesting of any agricultural,
aquacultural, floricultural, viticultural, or horticultural commodity;
growing and harvesting of forest products upon forest land, and any other

forestry or lumbering operations;
keeping, raising, and training of horses as a commercial or recreational

enterprise; for pleasure, therapy, and 4-H projects;
keeping and raising of poultry, swine, cattle, ratites (such as emus,

ostriches and rheas) and camelids ( such as llamas and camels), and other

domesticated animals for food, recreation, 4-H projects or other

agricultural purposes, including bees;

Farming" shall encompass activities including, but not limited to, the

following:
operation and transportation of slow-moving farm equipment over roads

within the Town;

control of pests, including, but not limited to, insects , weeds, predators
and disease organism of plants and animals;

application of manures, fertilizers and pesticides; composting for

producing soil amendments

conducting agriculture-related educational and farm-based recreational
activities, including agri-tourism, provided that the activities are related to

marketing the agricultural output or services of the farm;

processing and packaging of the agricultural output of the farm and the

operation of a farmer's market or farm stand including signage thereto;

maintenance, repair, or storage of seasonal equipment, or apparatus
owned or leased by the farm owner or manager used expressly for the

purpose of propagation, processing, management, training, or sale of the

agricultural products; and
on-farm relocation of earth and the clearing of ground for farming
operations

The content of the above lists are some of the legal options for
commercial farming at the time this By-law was written. Refer to

the laws stated in Section :1 for speciJic details. It should also be
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noted that farmers in the Town ofBoiford are stewards of the land

and are courteous to their neighbors. 11tis section is NOT allowing

recreational farmers the ability to utilize commercial options

without following Town and State procedures. Nor does it relax or

supersede neighborhood restrictions or covenants. "

Section 3 Right To Farm Declaration

11te Right to Farm is hereby recognized to exist within the Town of

Boiford. The above-described agricultural activities may occur on holidays,

weekdays, and weekends by night or day and shall include the attendant

incidental noise, odors, dust, and fumes associated with normally accepted

agricultural practices. It is hereby determined that what ever impact may be

caused to others through the normal practice of agriculture is more than

offset by the benefits offarming to the neighborhood, community, and society in

general. The benefits and protections of this By- law are intended to apply to

recreational and commercial agricultural and farming operations and the

activities conducted in accordance with generally accepted agricultural

practices. Moreover, nothing in this Formation and Adoption of an

Agricultural Commission shall be deemed as acquiring any interest

in land, or as imposing any land use regulation, which is properly

the subject ofstate statute, regulation, or local zoning law.

This declaration does not change existing regulation for

recreational farming or commercial activities, but declares that there

are degrees of activities that are normal in farming and the public

should be aware."

Section 4 Disclosure Notification

A real estate broker or agent, landowner, or seller of land in Boxford

shall provide a copy of the Disclosure Notice below to prospective purchasers

or lessees prior to the signing of any contract for sale, lease or transfer of the

premise to inform potential buyers, lessees and transf~rees that Boxford is a

farming community. The Agricultural Commission. established herein shall

provide and distribute copies of the Disclosure Notice below to area real estate

broker's offices and otherwise assist with facilitating the distribution said Notice

within the Town of Boxford.

It is the policy of this community to conserve, protect and

encourage the maintenance and improvement of agricultural
land for the production of food, and other agricultural prodllcts, and

also for its natural and ecological value. This disclosure notification is

to inform buyers or occupants that the property they are about to

acquire or occupy lies within a town where farming activities may

occur. Such farming activities may include, but are not limited to,

activities that cause noise, dust and odors. Buyers or occupants are

also informed that the location of property within the Town may be

impacted by recreational and commercial agricultural operations
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including the ability to access water services for such property under
certain circumstances."

Buyers or occupants should also note that the Town of Boxford
owns extensive parcels of land that may be used for recreational and

agricultural purposes. In addition, an extensive trail network on public
and private lands exists and connects to most of these Town owned

parcels."

The Town of Boxford is supportive of farming, dedicated to
the preservation of open space, and ardent in preserving its
rural charm for future generations."

This disclosure notification shall be provided via the Town to landowners each
fiscal year published in the annual report and on the Town website.

The disclosure notifies the public, that Bo~ ord is a farming
community. It does not encourage offensive behavior, but iriforms
the buyer that there are degrees of agricultural activities that may
occur. "

Section 5 Resolution ofDisputes
Any person who seeks to complain about the operation of a farm may,

notwithstanding pursuing any other available remedy, file a grievance with the

Board of Selectmen, the Zoning Enforcement Officer, or Conservation

Commission, or all other Town Commissions and Boards, depending upon the

nature of the grievance. The filing of the grievance does not suspend the time

within which to pursue any other available remedies that the aggrieved may
have. The Board of Selectmen, Zoning Enforcement Officer, Conservation

Commission, or all othef Town Commissions and Boards may forward a copy of

the grievance to the Agricultural Commission or its agent, which shall review and

facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its recommendations to the

referring Town authority within an agreed upon time frame.

The Board of Health, except in cases of imminent danger or public
health risk, may forward a copy of the grievance to the Agricultural
Commission or its agent, which shall review and facilitate the resolution of the

grievance, and report its recommendations to the Board of Health within an

agreed upon time frame.

Farmers seeking assistance, guidance, facilitation, or suggestions on

farming issues, may also approach the Agricultural Commission or its agent,
which shall review and facilitate whatever processes the Agricultural Commission

determines with respect to guidance Of suggestions. Issues of grievance, require
the Agricultural Commission to notify related Town authorities or all Town

authorities of pending concern, depending on the nature of the grievance.
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keeping, raising, and training of horses as a commercial or recreational

enterprise; for pleasure, therapy, and 4-H projects; and

keeping and raising of poultry, swine, cattle, ratites ( such as emus,

ostriches and rhea~) and camelids ( such as llamas and camels), and other
domesticated animals for food, dairying, recreation, 4-H projects or other

agricultural purposes, including bees.

Section 3 - Formation ofCommission

The Commission shall consist of five members appointed by the Board of
Selectmen. The Commission will consist of three commercial agricultural
enterprise operators Oandowner or lessee) or individuals from related
professions and industries, with the primary goal of promoting commercial

agriculture. The two remaining positions must be representative of Boxford's
recreational farming community. The Commission must represent diversity of

farming within the Town of Boxford. The initial terms for Commission members
shall be staggered: two members for a term of three years, two members for a

term of two years and one member for a term of one year. Successive terms will
be three year, appointments. In addition, up to five non-voting associate
members shall be selected by the Commission for a term of one year to represent
town boards and farming interests.

Section 4 - Resolution ofDisputes
Any person aggrieved by an activity being conducted on a farm may,
notwithstanding pursuing any other available remedy, file a grievance with the
Board of Selectmen, Zoning Enforcement Officer, Conservation Commission, or

any other Town commission or board, depending upon the nature of the

grievance. The filing of the grievance does not suspend the time within which to

pursue any other available remedies the aggrieved may have. The Board of
Selectmen, Zoning Enforcement Officer, Conservation Commission, or any other
Town commission or board may forward a copy of the grievance to the
Agricultural Commission, which shall review and facilitate the resolution of the

grievance, and report its recommendations to the referring Town authority
within an agreed upon timeframe.

The Board of Health, except in cases of imminent danger or public health risk,
may forward a copy of the grievance to the Agricultural Commission, which shall
review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its
recommendations to the Board of Health within an agreed upon timeframe.

Farmers seeking assistance, guidance, facilitation, or suggestions concerning
farming issues, may also approach the Agricultural Commission, which shall
review and facilitate whatever processes the Agricultural Commission determines
with respect to guidance or suggestions. Issues of grievance, require the
Agricultural Commission to notify appropriate Town authorities, depending on

the nature of the grievance.
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establish communication with the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural
Resources.

Approval of an Agricultural Commission does not alter requirements ofTown, State

or Federal b'tatutes, regulations or by-laws.

Section 2 - Definitions The words "farming" or "agricultu.re" or their

derivatives shall include, but not be limited to, the followmg:

farming in all its branches and the cultivation. and tillage of. the soil;

production, cultivation, growing, and harvestI?-g of any agncult~ral,

aquacultural, floricultural, viticultural, or hortIcultural commodIty;
growing and harvesting of forest products upon forest land and any
other forestry or lumbering operations; .
keeping, raising, and training of horses as a com~ erclal or

recreational enterprise; for pleasure, therapy, and 4-H projects; and

keeping and raising of poultry, swine, cattle, ratites (such as emus,

ostriches and rheas) and camelids ( such as llamas and camels), and
other domesticated animals for food, dairying, recreation, 4- H

proj!ects or other agricultural purposes, including bees.

Section 3 - Formation ofCommission

The Commission shall consist of five members appointed by the Board of
Selectmen. The Commission will consist of two commercial agricultural
enterprise operators Oandowner or lessee) or individuals from related
professions and industries, with the primary goal of promoting commercial
agriculture. The one remaining positions must be representative of Boxford's
reereational farming community and the two remaining positions shall
be appointed at-large. The Commission must represent diversity of farmingwithin the Town of Boxford. The initial terms for Commission members shall be
staggered: two members for a term of three years, two members for a term of two
yeats and one member for a term of one year. Successive terms will be three
year, appointments. In addition, up to five non-voting associate members shall
be selected by the Commission for a term of one year to represent town boards
and farming interests.

Section 4 - Resolution ofDispute
Any. person . aggrleve~ by an activity being conducted on a farm may,notwithstanding pursuing any other available remedy, file a grievance with theBoard of Selectmen, Zoning Enforcement Officer, Conservation Commission oran! other Town. comntissio~ or board, depending upon the nature of 'the
gnevance. The filing of the gnevance does not suspend the time within which to
pursue any ot~er available remedies the aggrieved may have. The Board ofSelectmen, ~ m:ng Enforcement Officer, Conservation Commission, or any otherTo~ comffilSSlon. or. boar~ may forward a copy of the grievance to theAgricultural CommISSIOn, whIch shall review and facilitate the resolution of the
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grievance, and report its recommendations to the referring Town authority
within an agreed upon timeframe.

The Board of Health, except in cases of imminent danger or public health risk,

may forward a copy of the grievance to the Agricultural Commission, which shall
review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its
recommendations to the Board of Health within an agreed upon timeframe.

Farmers seeking assistance, guidance, facilitation, or suggestions concerning
farming issues, may also approach the Agricultural Commission, which shall
review and facilitate whatever processes the Agricultural Commission determines
with respect to guidance or suggestions. Issues of grievance, require the

Agricultural Commission to notify appropriate Town authorities, depending on

the nature of the grievance.

Section 5 - Further Functions ofCommission
The Commission, once appointed, shall develop a work plan and by-laws to guide
its activities. Such activities include, but are not limited to, the following:
determine Commission's meeting schedule; promote agricultural-based

enterprises; establish a notification by-law that the Town of Boxford is supportive
of farming, dedicated to the preservation of open space and ardent in preserving
its rural charm, to be voted on at town meeting; pursue appropriate initiatives to

create a sustainable agricultural community; work for the preservation of prime
agricultural lands; serve as facilitators for encouraging the pursuit of agriculture
in the Town of Boxford; advocate, and/ or negotiate farming issues; work with all

Town Commissions and Boards to achieve its goals.

The Agricultural Commission will utilize the Town of Boxford website to provide
the citizens of Boxford the meeting schedules, resources, agricultural news,

promotion of local agricultural products, upcoming agricultural events, and other

information pertaining to farming activities in the Town of Boxford and the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The appointed Agricultural Commission reserves the right to recommend further

members of the Agricultural Commission with the intent to be representative of the

diversity and scale of agriculture within the Town of Boxford.

Or take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 29. To transact any other business that may legally come before said

meeting.

Upon a motion made and duly seconded it was VOTED by unanimous

voice vote to dissolve Boxford'sAnnual Town Meeting and adjourn.
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